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TE is FORTY ras OLD 


‘Action of the rom tn fana Where | 
the Right of the Die verers of Al- | 
der Gulch Was Recognized-—Ardu- 
ous Exertions as Prospectors and} 
Public Benefactors. | 


ASNE E 


Another page in the history of the 
oid excitement fe-ihe early daye of 
this state was added to the state his'|! 
torical Hbrery yesterday when C. E. | 
, of Virginia City, sent to Mra. 
Caura E. Howey, the Hbrarian, a time- 
stained document which shows the ao | 
tion taken by a miners’ meeting held 
in the Fairweather mining district, on 
Alder creek, then Idaho territory, in 
June, 1808. Tho aetion of the meeting 
bad to do particularly with the claims 
of Henry Edgar and others, and the! 
original document iv accompanied by, 
còpies of the records of claims of the 
diacovererg of Alder gulch, “which 
copies,” Mr. Reese writes, “are proof}: 
pf the statement of Mr. Edgar in re- 
gard to the meeting ‘held at the Point 
bt Rocks while on the stampede from | 
Bannack.” l ; 
Their Right Recognized, 
The 40-years-old document says: 
“Whereas, ceriain parties, respect- 
ively named. Henry Edgar, William 
Fairweather, Harry Rogers, T, W, Co- 
ver, William Sweeney and Barney: 
Hughes, have for several months been 
engaged in prospecting for their. own 
benefit and for the benefit of the pub- 
jifc, in general; and ooa 
“Whereas, said parties after the con- fi 
sumption of much time and money have. 
discovered what they consider fair gold 
diggings, and on the strength of this}! 
"discovery have respectively taken for 
‘themselves two claims each, one hy Jj] 


Preemption and one by diecevery,'} 
į therefore be it 

“Resolved, that we do cheerfully 
}vecognize the right of the parties above 
named to hold for themselves two | 
fclaims each as before set forth. ‘ 

l “That in addition to the recognition |} 
jaf the right in the first resolution ex- {/ 
pressed, we bind ourselves to use all {i 
i honorable and Jegal means to support |: 
the parties above named in holding [J 
‘their claims purchased by their ardu- ji 
sous exertions as prospectors and pub- i 
uc benefactors.” i 
This ls signed br I P-A c Sintth, Í, 
Willem S Foster, 7 w Wook ang 


| 


| ohn, Callaway, 


“Boundaries Defined. 


ern demum continues: “Bar min- 
Bing claims In the regién of the above 
ehall consist of 100 feet on one side of 
the creek and running back the width 
of the bar, Creek claims shall be 1004 
fest dn length anil inéluding the flat or | 
ereck bottom and bed of the stream, 
| “Rach miner shal be entitled to a 


ay oe en 
LAWS OF FAIRWEATHER DISTRICT, 


nacted by the Miners of said District, in public 
meeting, September 16tb. 1864: 
ARTICLE I. 

Sec. 1. Hereafter the officers of the District shell 
onsist of a President and Secretary, who shall hold 
heir offices for the term of six months and until 
heir successors are duly elected, and enter upon the 
ascharge of the duties of their office. : 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the President to 


all a meeting of the Miners of the District, at 


my time, on the written application of five claim 
voldets of the District ; of which he shall give three 
lays notice, previous to the day of meeting, by three 
written or printed advertisements, put up at three of 
she most public places in the District, and he shall 
preside at each meeting. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to 
attend all meetings called by the President, to keep 
a true record of the proceedings thereof, and file the 
same with the County Recorder ; and he shall] pre- 
side at all meetings when the President is absent. | 
* Sec. 4. After suit commenced, in any case wherein 
the title to a claim 1s called im question, neither 
party shall be held liable to represent said claim 
during the pendency of litigation; but the same 
shall be deemed to be represented ın favor of the real 
owner by operation of law. 

Sec 5. Every person shall be entitled to hold by 
pre-emption, one creek, bar or hill claim, and as 
many of either kind. by purchase, as he shall repre- 
gent according to the laws of the District. 

Sec. 6. Any copartnership or company of persons 
shall be entitled to hold the same number of claim 
by pre-emption and purchase as the number of per 
sons composing such copartnership or company 
would be entiti-d to hold in their individual 

A . 
pee. The lessee of a claim, (1f be shall have 
agreed to completely work out the same, and his 
lease be recorded), shall be entitled to hold one claim 
by pre-emption, and his work done on the leased 
claim, repre-empted by him : 

Sec. 8. No person who, having pre-empted a claim 
by recording thereon, has forfeited the same, or who 
has failed to secure a good title thereto, or who shall 
in good faith sell and convey the same, shall be 
thereby debaired from holding another claim by pre- 


emption, 
ec. 9. Every claim shall he considered as repre- 


sented, upon which the pre-emptor or purchaser shall, 
by himself, his agent, or hired hand, perform three 
full day’s work in each week, and such representa- 
tion of one claim shall be deemed a good and suffi- 
cient representation of each and every claim that 
such pre-emptor or purchaser holds in the District ; 
provided that each and all of said claims have been 
duly recorded3 and if any person shall represent a 
claim by working thereon, without having his bill 
of sale or other conveyance thereof duly recorded, 
then and in that case he shall not be entitled to hold 
ahy other claim in the District, either by pre-emption 
or purchase, but shall be confined and lımıted to the 
claim upon which he so works, until it be recorded. 

Sec. 10. Copartners, or any company or compa- 
nies, working one claim in the District, shall be con- 
sidered as representing thereby all the claims held by 
them ın the District. d 

Sec. 11. Any claim to which a drain-ditch is com- 
mênced, or beginning, 1f the holder of the same shall 
compose one of the ditch company, or shal] put and 
continue hands at work 1n the same, shall be consid- 
ered ns duly represented until] the drain-ditch be com- 
pleted to such claim. i 

Í Sec. 12. The absence of any person from the dis- 

l trict shall not impair or invalidate hisrights therein; 
provided his interests nre represented by his partners, 
or agent, or men in his employ. 

Sec. 13. The nghts of asick minershall be respec- 
ted during his 1llness, and the certificate of a physi 
cian shall be sufficient evidence of such 1]Iness. 

Sec. 14. Any miner who shall have expended six 

§ hundred dollars on his claim, and who, for want of 
money to finixh opening the same, is unable to rep- 
resent according to Jaw, shall bave the privilege of 
working on any other claim in the district, ın order 
to raise money to enable him fully to open bis own 
claim ; provided, he shall put up notices on his own 
claim, stating where he is at work, and his rights 
shall be respected during the time he isso at work 
for others. 

Sec. 15. It shall and may be lawful for any per- 
son or company to dig a drain-ditch through the 
claim or claims of any person or company, for the 

E purpose of drainage, and any person or company, 
making such ditch, shall have a lien upon any and 
all of the claims thoroughly drained thereby, for a 
just and equal proportion of the cost thereof. But 
no hen shall be enforced until the holder of the 
claim affected thereby shall avail himselt of the ben- 
efit of the ditch. 

Sec. 16. The water in any creek or gulch shall 
belong exclusively to the miners of the creek or 
gulc 

Sec. 17. Each gulch claim shall be entitled to one 
sluice-head of water of not less than twenty incues, 
to be measured subject tu a pressure of six inches, 
and such an additional quantity as m: y be necessary 
for mining purposes, rf euch additional quantity be 
not used to the injury of the rights of others. 

Sec 18. The interest of the holder or holders of 
any creek or gulch claims, is nereby declared to bea 
chattel interest, cons!-ting of the right to the pos- 
session of the land and the water thereupon, ingep- 
arable and indivistbie, «xcept by the consent of the 
party or parties in interest, made ın due form of law 
and then only to such an extent as shall not impair 
or infringe the rights of others. 

Sec 19. No person or persons, or company, shall 
u.ve the right by pre-emption or otherwise, to claim 
and bold an exclusive right or privilege in or to any 
port. on of the water in any creek or gulch in the 

Distric’. except as herein provided, and any ditch, 
pipe, channel, flume or other means of conveyance 
heretofore made or which may hereafter be made by 
which the water in any creek or gulch in the District 
shall be diverted from its original channel and car- 
ried beyond any creek or gulch claim, without leav- 
ing in the creek or gulch the quantity of water | 
belonging to each claim, 1s hereby declared to be a 
public nuisance, and may be abated immediately, in | 
such way and manner as shall be in accordance with : 
eee of this Territory and the common law of the ` 
and. 

Sec. 20. All dams, fiumes, embankments, or other 
obstructions, which shall cause tailings to accumu- 
late, or a division of the water to the damage of 
miners above or below the same shall be deemed 
public nuisances, and may be abated in the manner 
hereinbefore provided for other cases, and all per- 
sons injured thereby shall be entitled to recover dam- | 
ages of the person or persons who have created or. 
may create, authorize or permit upon his or therr | 
claim, all or any of said nuisances. 
as 21. ve miner shall so run his tailings, or 

vel or pile up the same, d i 
either above or Pelow him. Brit EAE ne 

Sec 22. Any miner of a creek or gulch claim, who 
shall suffer injury by the escape of water from any 
side ditch, sinll be entitled to recover damages there- 
for, by the ordinary process of law. 

Sec. 23. It shalt not be lawful for any person to 

place or run tailings into aside ditch, made for the 
protection of a pit or drain-diteh. 
J Sec. 24. Every claim not duly represented, accord- 
ing to the laws of the District, until the day upon 
which the claims in this District may at any time 
hereafter be laid by, shall be forfeited; and it shall 
be lawful for another person to record and pre-empt 
such forfeited claim, at any time after the day on 
which the claims in the District shall be laid by, and 
before the first ay of May next following. 

Sec 25. Herevfter, all claims shall be deemed to 
be laid by during the interval between the last day of 
October and the first day of May, of each year. 

Sec. 26. At no time hereafter shall any miner of 
a bar claim, ground-sluice tailings into any gulch, 
creek or drain-ditch, but such miner shall securely 
crib the tailings upon his own claim. 
| Sec. 27 : All laws, rules and regulations heretofore 
in force in this District, not conflicting with the 
laws, rules and regulations herein enacted, are hereby 
continued in force; and all laws, rules and regula- 

, | tions heretofore in force, conflicting in the least, in 
whole or in part, with any of the laws, rules and 
regulations herein adopted, or any portion thereof, 

h } are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 28. These laws shall take effect and be in force 


si after this sixteenth day of September, A. 


JAMES McG Presi ’ 
Lewis W. Borron, Secretary. UIRE, President 


We, the undersigned committee i 

R | meeting held „at the “Union Retret” pi Tair. 

P] weather District, Madison Jounty, Montane Terri- 
tory, November 16th, 1864, in pursuance of ap oint- ` 
ment and request of said meeting, do hereby lä the 
sections following, give and report the followin 

F | Jaws of said District as laws not conflicting with the 

P | general laws of said District, as hereinbefore provi- 
ded, which are enacted and in force in said District. 

Sec. 1. Bar mining claims shall consist of one hun- 
dred feet up and down the gulch or creek, and run- 
ning baci the width of the bar. 

Sec, 2. Creek claims shall be one hundred feet in 
length, and including the bar or creek bottom and 
ied ofa stream. à 

ec. 3. Al discovery claims shall be safe 
whether worked or foe pea 
Sec. 4. The centre of the creek shall be the line, 
Lewis W. Borton, 
GILBERT B. Weeks, 
Joux C. OTIO, 
Bon. Rusu Manni, 
Janes McGuire. 

June 7th, 1866. 95-4t 


